[Surgical treatment of residual defects following closure of secundum atrial septal defect].
Among 1485 patients with secundum atrial septal defect repaired from May, 1958 through May, 1986, 6 and 1 additional patient were readmitted to our hospital with symptomatic recurrence. In all but 1, their systolic murmur persisted. Cardiothoracic ratio and pulmonary plethora remained unaltered. A residual defect in all of the 7 patients was confirmed by right heart catheterization. They were reoperated upon under cardiopulmonary bypass. There was no early mortality, nor late death. The major postoperative complications include: hemothorax in 2 cases; temporary atrial fibrillation in 1. This article analysis the common causes of residual defect and discussed methods of diagnosis, treatment and prognosis.